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THE HONORABLE BERTILA SOTO ELECTED CHIEF JUDGE 
 

 
 
The Eleventh Judicial Circuit is pleased to announce that the Honorable Bertila Soto, currently the 
Administrative Judge of the Circuit Court Criminal Division, has been elected without opposition 
as Chief Judge of the Miami-Dade Courts. 
 
Chief Judge-Elect Soto succeeds the Honorable Joel H. Brown, who has served for two 
consecutive terms and chose not to seek reelection this year. His current term will expire on June 
30, 2013. Chief Judge-Elect Soto’s term will begin on July 1, 2013. 
 
“I’m looking forward to the challenge ahead, and I’m happy to be serving with the best Bench and 
Bar, and best court administration in the State of Florida,” Chief Judge-Elect Soto said. “We are a 
great court family.” 
 
“Judge Soto is an excellent judge with an outstanding record on the Bench, and I have full 
confidence that she will continue to guide this Circuit toward excellence in service to our 
community,” Chief Judge Brown said. 
 
Chief Judge-Elect Soto was first elected to the County Court in late 1996 and began her career 
on the Bench in January, 1997, where she served in the Domestic Violence and Jail Divisions. In 
April, 2002, then-Governor Jeb Bush elevated her to the Circuit Court, where she served in the 
Criminal Division, subsequently becoming Associate Administrative Judge of that division in 2006, 
and Administrative Judge in 2010. Prior to her election to the Bench, Chief Judge-Elect Soto 
practiced law as a trial attorney and a prosecutor with the Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office. 
 
During her time in the Domestic Violence Division, Chief Judge-Elect Soto led efforts to create 
“Court Care,” a much-valued service, now provided by the court in conjunction with the YMCA at 



three courthouses to offer free child care services to those who have to attend court proceedings, 
but do not have child care available during that time. 
 
In addition, she teaches as an adjunct professor at the University of Miami School of Law. 
 
Chief Judge-Elect Soto holds a bachelor’s degree from Florida International University and a law 
degree from the University of Miami School of Law, with honors. 
 
The Chief Judge has administrative authority over the entire Circuit and is elected to this post 
every two years by fellow judges. 
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Visit us on the Web: www.jud11.flcourts.org 
 

Follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/MiamiDadeCourts 
 
 

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to 
you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact the Eleventh 
Judicial Circuit Court’s ADA Coordinator, Lawson E. Thomas 
Courthouse Center, 175 NW 1st Ave., Suite 2702, Miami, FL 33128, 
Telephone (305) 349-7175; TDD (305) 349-7174, Fax (305) 349-7355 at 
least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or immediately 
upon receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled 
appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 
711. 
 
 


