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ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT MOURNS LOSS OF 

RESPECTED JUDGE WILLIAM E. GLADSTONE 
  

 
  

The Eleventh Judicial Circuit mourns the loss of Judge William E. Gladstone, 
who passed away on Saturday, October 3, 2015. He was 85. 
  
Judge Gladstone was a well-respected judge and much lauded by his colleagues 
for his pioneering work in the placement, motivation, treatment and education of 
the delinquent and abused, abandoned or neglected children who came before 
him.  
  
Judge Gladstone graduated from Yale Law School and was elected to the Circuit 
Bench in 1972. First assigned to the Juvenile Division, Judge Gladstone chose to 
remain there for the entirety of his 32-year judicial career. Upon his retirement 
from the Circuit Court, Judge Gladstone returned to the Bench as a senior judge 
until his full retirement in 2011. 
  
Among his many accomplishments, Judge Gladstone worked with fellow juvenile 
dependency pioneer Judge Cindy Lederman to expand the Miami Safe Start 
Initiative, which provides support for babies and mothers who come before the 



dependency court system. He also created the Last Chance Ranch, a 
rehabilitation facility for young people charged with violent crimes. 

  
Other accomplishments include: 
  

-        Traveling to Washington, D.C. to serve as advisor to then-U.S. Senator 
Bob Graham, where he helped design the Youth Environmental Service 
Program; 

-        Recognition by the Attorney’s Division of the Greater Miami Jewish 
Federation with the 2013 Lifetime Achievement Award for his 
distinguished career on the Bench and tireless advocacy for the rights of 
dependent and delinquent children and their families; 

In honor of Judge Gladstone’s exemplary career, the Chief Justice of the Florida 
Supreme Court established the William E. Gladstone Award, presented each 
year to the greatest contributor to the well-being of the courts’ neglected and 
abused children. 
  
In addition, both the William E. Gladstone Campus/Dade Marine Institute – a 
program for delinquent youth, and the Gladstone Center, which is a part of the 
CHARLEE (Children Have All Rights: Legal, Educational & Emotional) program 
in Miami-Dade County, were both named after Judge Gladstone in honor of his 
many contributions to the advancement of the Juvenile Justice System.  
  
Most recently, the new Miami-Dade Children’s Courthouse, which opened this 
past April, was named after Judge Gladstone and his colleague, Judge Seymour 
Gelber, in recognition of their lifetime achievements toward the betterment of the 
lives of children in the Juvenile Justice System. 
 
“We have lost a true luminary in the Juvenile Justice System,” said the Honorable 
Bertila Soto, Chief Judge of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit. “Although Judge 
Gladstone may not be present with us today, his spirit and great love for children 
lives on in our hearts and minds, and in the many programs that continue to help 
countless children and their families.” 
  
Memorial services will be held at 2:30 p.m. this Friday, October 9th, 2015, at 
Temple Beth El, 333 SW 4th Avenue, Boca Raton, Florida, 33432. 
  
Judge Gladstone will be deeply missed by his “family” at the Eleventh Judicial 
Circuit. In his honor, the flags at all Miami-Dade Courthouses are being flown at 
half-staff. 
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Visit us on the Web: www.jud11.flcourts.org 
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