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ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ESTABLISHES
INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL ARBITRATION COURT

The Eleventh Judicial Circuit is proud to announce the establishment of an International Commercial
Arbitration Court, which will be a subsection of the Complex Business Litigation Section of the Circuit
Civil Division designed to exclusively handle international commercial arbitration matters.

One of the first in the nation, the Eleventh Circuit’s International Commercial Arbitration Court will be
comprised of judges trained to hear all international commercial arbitration matters and is expected to
bring many benefits to South Florida. Among them: it will benefit South Florida’s business community
by offering a local venue for dispute resolution; it will foster greater judicial expertise and
understanding of this specialized area of law, and will help establish more uniformity in legal
decisions and a consistent body of case law.

“Miami-Dade is an important venue for international business, so we are very proud to be one of the
first jurisdictions in the nation to offer a specific forum where the complex matters that arise in
international commercial arbitration can be heard,” said the Honorable Bertila Soto, Chief Judge of
the Eleventh Judicial Circuit.

A committee of attorneys and arbitrators brought the idea to the Eleventh Circuit, citing Miami’s
important role in the business community as gateway to the Americas and the need for such a court
to handle disputes arising from international business matters.

“I applaud Chief Judge Soto for implementing the International Commercial Arbitration Court,” said
Joseph P. Farina, one of the arbitrators on the committee and former Chief Judge of the Eleventh
Circuit. “We are not only a crossroads for the Americas, but we are becoming the bridge between
Europe and Asia as well, and our local business community will greatly benefit by having the Miami-
Dade Courts as a venue to hear international arbitration matters. To have Miami spoken of in the
same breath as Paris, London and New York is a great accomplishment.”

Miami-Dade’s International Commercial Arbitration Court will start off as a subsection of the Complex
Business Litigation Division, with more judges to be trained and assigned to this new subsection as
caseloads require. Training for Arbitration Court judges will be provided by the University of Miami in
conjunction with the Miami International Arbitration Society.



“International commercial arbitration has become an increasingly popular means of resolving
international business disputes, and it seemed natural to establish this type of court here in Miami,”
said the Honorable Jennifer Bailey, Administrative Judge of the Circuit Civil Division.

Visit us on the Web: www.jud11.flcourts.org

Follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/MiamiDadeCourts

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate
in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the Eleventh Judicial Circuit Court’s ADA Coordinator, Lawson E.
Thomas Courthouse Center, 175 NW 1* Ave., Suite 2702, Miami, FL 33128, Telephone
(305) 349-7175; TDD (305) 349-7174, Fax (305) 349-7355 at least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if the time
before the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired,
call 711.



