


[bookmark: _GoBack]IN THE COUNTY COURT IN AND FOR ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

Division (21) - Civil Division
Judge Milena Abreu

Case No: 

		Plaintiff(s)

			vs.

		Defendant(s)
				/


STANDING TRIAL SCHEDULING ORDER

	
This order shall apply to all cases (excluding PIP cases), filed in Miami-Dade County, Division 21, Hialeah Court before the Honorable Milena Abreu.  This Order must be submitted along with a stipulation to invoke the Rules of Civil Procedure and any waiver of appearance at Pretrial also available on the Judge’s website.   This Order is not applicable to cases utilizing the Small Claims Rules unless ordered by this Court. 

It is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that:
 
            It is counsel’s responsibility to confer with their respective clients in order to determine the client’s position with respect to settlement, pleadings, admissions, and other matters that require the consent of the client. In addition to e-filing the parties must send the Court a courtesy copy of any filings. The parties are to set all motions without delay. The court at any time may send the parties to mediation. The parties shall use their best and good faith efforts to resolve any disputes.  The Court expects the parties to diligently move the case towards resolution.  
            

WITHIN 20 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS ORDER:
The Defendant shall file its responsive pleading if not already stipulated to in a separately filed waiver of Pre-Trial which shall take precedence over this responsive pleading provision.  
WITHIN 90 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS ORDER EACH PARTY SHALL:
DISCOVERY:  Serve any and all written discovery requests or submissions.
WITHIN 180 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS ORDER EACH PARTY SHALL: 
1.WITNESS LIST:  File and disclose a written list in alphabetical order containing the names and addresses of all witnesses.  Only those witnesses listed shall be permitted to testify without leave of Court. All witness lists shall include a brief description of the substance and scope of the testimony to be elicited from such witness.  
EXHIBIT LIST: File and disclose a list of all documentary and physical evidence along with a brief synopsis identifying the item and grounds for admission or consideration of the item at trial. Each item shall be listed by number and description. Each item shall be listed by number and description. Each exhibit shall be specifically described. Generic descriptions of exhibits are subject to being stricken.
WITHIN 300 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS ORDER EACH PARTY SHALL:
EXPERT WITNESS LIST:  File and disclose a written list in alphabetical order containing the names and addresses of all expert witnesses (“rebuttal”, “impeachment” or otherwise). All expert witnesses and their specialties shall be designated and shall include a brief description of the substance and scope of the testimony.
WITHIN 365 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS ORDER:
All depositions of all witnesses shall be scheduled to commence and be completed within and no later than 365 days of the date of this Order.  Unavailability of counsel or witnesses is not a ground for non-compliance.  Witnesses not deposed within the time requirements of this provision will not be permitted to testify at trial absent leave of Court which shall only be granted upon good cause shown [or in the event that the deposition was not sought by the opposing party]. This provision will not be obviated by attempts to amend the witness list after the expiration of the time requirements provided in #3 above.
Within 20 days of the completion of any deposition, and if as the result of the deposition, previously unknown and unanticipated information becomes available, either party may seek leave of the court to amend their submissions, disclosures or discovery obligations.
File any and all motions, including motions for Summary Judgment which shall be heard no later than 450 days from the date of this Order.  Any motion not filed and heard prior to the expiration of this deadline will be deemed waived or denied absent extraordinary circumstances which could not have been prudently anticipated, or by order of the Court entered prior to the expiration of the applicable time limitations.
DAUBERT issues. All DAUBERT related issues involving any requests for hearings on DAUBERT related evidence shall be noticed and heard – or agreed to by the parties – no later than (30) days prior to the trial period. FAILURE TO DO SO SHALL CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF ANY DAUBERT RELATED EVIDENCE ISSUE. It is within the discretion of the court to remove any case for trial with pending DAUBERT issues.
SETTLEMENT:  Counsel shall immediately notify this Court in the event of settlement and submit a Stipulation of Settlement and Order of Dismissal.  Counsel shall also notify the Court of any pending hearings that will be canceled as a result of the settlement.

WITHIN  530 DAYS OF THIS ORDER EACH PARTY SHALL:
If the matter is not settled or resolved, a Hearing shall be set by the parties for a Pretrial Conference in which a joint Pretrial Catalog must be filed.  
THE JOINT PRETRIAL STIPULATION MUST CONTAIN IN SEPARATELY NUMBERED PARAGRAPHS: THE JOINT PRETRIAL STIPULATION MUST CONTAIN IN SEPARATELY NUMBERED PARAGRAPHS: 
A joint pretrial stipulation contemplates a single document. It requires that all agreed matters be fully identified, and any disputed matters be specifically delineated with respect to each party:

a. Statement of the Facts: A concise, impartial statement of the facts of the case.
b. Stipulated Facts:  A list of those facts that can be stipulated and require no proof at the Trial.
c. Statements of Disputed Law & Fact:  Those issues of law and fact that are to be tried.
d. Witness Lists:  Parties shall attach the Witness List filed consistent with Paragraphs 3 and 5 of this Order. If any party objects to any witness, such objections must be stated in the Stipulation, setting forth the grounds with specificity. At Trial, all parties shall be strictly limited to witnesses properly and timely disclosed. 
e. Exhibit Lists:  Each party shall bring to the Pretrial Conference all exhibits set forth in the Exhibit List filed consistent with Paragraph 4 of this Order.  Counsel shall initial each other’s Exhibit List and exhibits. All exhibits to be offered in evidence at Trial shall have been made available to opposing counsel for examination and initialing.  Only those exhibits listed and initialed may be offered in evidence.  If any party objects to the introduction of any such exhibit, such objection must be stated in the Stipulation, setting forth the grounds with specificity.  Demonstrative exhibits (e.g. chart, enlargements of exhibits) to be used at a Jury Trial must be displayed to all counsel before being shown to the jury.
f. Jury Instructions:  If the Trial is a Jury Trial, counsel shall identify all agreed upon standard instructions and all special instructions.  Any disputed jury instructions shall be attached and identified as to the party that proposed the instruction. Copies of all agreed upon instructions or disputed instructions shall be attached to the Stipulation, along with copies of supporting statutory citations and/or case law.
g. Verdict Forms:  If the Trial is a Jury Trial, the jury verdict form shall be attached and designated as agreed to or disputed.  Agreed and/or disputed verdict forms shall be attached.
h. Peremptory Challenges:  If the Trial is a Jury Trial, state the number of peremptory challenges for each party.
1. Trial Estimate:  Each party shall provide an estimate of the number of Trial for its side.
1. Motions in Limine:  Each party shall make any anticipated Motion(s) in Limine indicating any all stipulations/agreed items and any Motion(s) in Limine requiring ruling Court ruling.

            EXTENSION OF TIME:  The time limitations contained in this Scheduling Order cannot be waived or extended by stipulation of the parties. A motion must be filed outlining the reasons why the moving party was not able to comply with the scheduling order and the amount of time requested.
            NON-COMPLIANCE:  Non-compliance with any part of this Order may result in sanctions including, but not limited to striking of pleadings, monetary sanctions, waiver and/or default.

[bookmark: SignedDate]DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Miami-Dade County, Florida, on 		


______________________________
MILENA ABREU
COUNTY COURT JUDGE 




