CALENDAR CALL PRACTICES & PROCEDURES
JUDGE ROBERT T. WATSON

1. Cases will be called in date order, oldest first.

2. The judge will ask each side whether it is ready to begin jury selection on the first day of the trial period (usually at 10 am).

3. If you are truly ready (nothing except arguing motions in limine left to do), announce ready.

To announce ready, ALL pre-trial motions must be filed prior to calendar call. This avoids eve-of-trial surprises (to the other side and to the Court), allows for adequate preparation for argument on the motions, and allows the Court to determine if such motions will be heard between calendar call and the first day of trial or can be handled the first day of trial before jury selection (e.g., at 9:30 am for 30 minutes). If an unanticipated issue arises after calendar call but before trial, you may file an additional pre-trial motion. In that case, the Court may entertain the motion and maintain the trial date or may continue the trial. Such post-calendar call motions should be rare and involve evidentiary or other issues that could not reasonably have been anticipated prior to calendar call.

4. If you are conditionally ready (e.g., there’s one deposition left to take, it’s been scheduled to take place between calendar call and the first day of trial, and you’ll be ready only if it happens), let the judge know. Usually, if it is not number one, a conditionally ready case will be placed on list of trial-ready cases, but will be continued if the necessary event has not taken place by the time the case moves up to number one on the list. 

5. If you are not ready, announce not ready and let the judge know what month you would like to be re-set for. (You can see the dates on CourtMAP several months in advance. If exact trial period has not yet been set, you can request a month, and we will let you know when dates are set and confirm availability.) If re-set month is not agreed to, the judge will hear from each party regarding reasons for its requested month.

6. Following calendar call (usually early afternoon the same day), the judicial assistant will send to counsel for all cases that announce ready or conditionally ready a list of the case numbers and parties, in priority order. The order will usually be in date order (oldest first), but sometimes a not-oldest case may be specially set (e.g., due to out-of-town witnesses or counsel) to provide greater certainty. Requests to be specially set should be made at the calendar call (or before).

7. ALL of the following MUST be provided to the judicial assistant no later than 12 noon on the Friday prior to the start of the trial period. Failure to meet this deadline will result in the trial being re-set.

a. Plaintiff: The operative Complaint; witness and exhibit lists.

b. Defendant: The operative Answer and Affirmative Defenses; witness and exhibit lists.

c. Joint proposed jury instructions, including the description of the case the Court reads at the beginning of jury selection. Typically, the plaintiff, as the party bringing the case and bearing the burden of proof, should prepare the proposed instructions, with the defendant providing proposed alternative or additional instructions for those on which it disagrees with the plaintiff.   
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