Order Preliminary to Hearing on Motion to Tax Costs and Award Attorney's Fees

 Pending before this Court is a Motion to Tax Costs and Award Attorney’s Fees and to ensure an orderly and efficient presentation and/or resolution of this issue, counsel for the parties are directed to comply as follows:
1. Within ten (10) days of this order, the moving party shall make available and provide to the opposing party, a copy of all invoices, time records, cancelled checks and other supporting documentation for any cost requested and all attorney time records evidencing services for which the party seeks payment.
2. Within twenty (20) days of this Order, counsel for the non-moving party shall respond in writing to each item of cost and fees.  This response shall state whether counsel agrees or objects to said item.  For each objection, counsel shall state the basis and cite the supporting authority.
3. Within ten (10) days of receipt of said objections, the moving party shall respond in writing to each objection, stating whether said party concurs with the objection and if no, cite the contrary authority.
4. In the event there is agreement to a particular cost item or fee request, but disagreement with the amount, the non-moving party shall state the objection and the amount believed to be reasonable.
5. Not later than the business day immediately preceding the hearing, the attorneys shall meet and review the disputed items, reduce any stipulation to writing and provide an Order at the hearing.
6. The Statewide Uniform Guidelines for Taxation of Costs in Civil Actions shall be used in an attempt to resolve disputes over taxation of costs.
7. Counsel and the parties are directed to exercise good faith in complying with the terms of this Order.  The Court may consider appropriate sanctions with regard to unreasonable requests for taxation of costs, and requests for attorney’s fees, objections thereto, or failure to comply with this Order.
8. Upon request by either party or by the Court, this matter may be referred to mediation or arbitration.
9. This matter shall not be set for hearing until all discovery has been completed.
 

